Judicial Branch Notes
I. Equal Justice Under the Law
A. Main Idea: The rights of all United States’ citizens are protected by laws and the courts.
B. Criminal Law
1. __________- any behavior that is illegal because society, through its government, considers the behavior harmful to society. 
2. ___________ ______- the group of laws that define what acts are crimes.
a. also describes how a person accused of a crime should be tried in court
b. how crimes should be punished
3. Criminal laws are intended to __________ society as a whole.
4. Laws against _____________, _________ and _________ protect people.
5. Laws again ______________ protect property
6. If criminals are not caught and punished, people may think these things are okay to do.
C. Civil Law
1. ___________ _______- the group of laws that refer to disputes between people.
a. if you cannot settle it ____________________
2. In court, the judge and __________ will listen to the facts of the case.
3. The judge will then apply civil law and make a __________________. 
4. These courts settle personal issues: 
a. ________________ disputes
b. ________________ proceedings
c. ________________ boundaries
D. Sources of Laws
1. ____________________________
2. __________________
3. ___________________________________
4. __________________________________________
E. Statutory Law
1. ____________________= laws passed by lawmaking bodies
a. laws passed by Congress and state and local government
2. Most ________________ and ___________ laws are statutory laws.
3. Example: a state law that requires all public buildings to contain fire exits.
4. Statutory laws usually represent majority rule  
a. what the majority considers ___________ or ___________
5. Laws can adapt to fit the country’s needs 
6. Every American citizen must know and __________ these laws
F. Common Law
1. Judges must often make decisions based on customs, __________________ and cases that have been decided before
a. this is called _______________ _________
2. ______________ ________- a type of law that comes from judges’ decisions that rely on common sense and previous cases. 
3. Example: before cars were a major form of transportation, there were no laws about driving them. 
a. if a car ran into a horse and buggy, the driver could argue the case should be dismissed
b. no laws existed to regulate the speed of automobiles
c. the driver could indicate that he should not have to pay
d. most likely, the judge would reply that there is an established principle to not ruin someone’s property with yours
e. this would be an application of common sense and tradition
f. would set a precedent, or earlier decision, for future cases
G. Administrative Law
1. ________________________ _________- laws created by government agencies
2. Cover areas of _________ life
a. health
b. safety
c. education
d. banking
3. Example: Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) uses administrative law when it proves a toy is unsafe and must be taken off the market.
H. Constitutional Law
1. ________________________ ______- law based on the Constitution and Supreme Court decisions 
2. The ________ amendment guarantees the right to an attorney for his/her defense
a. because of the Supreme Court decision in Gideon v Wainwright, states are now required to provide free legal aid to those who can’t afford it.
I. Roles of Courts
1. Courts use the _____ sources of law to settle disputes
a. some are between ____________
b. some are between people and ____________________
c. some are between ____________________________
2. ______________ ________ = disputes between society and an individual 
3. In criminal cases, the accused has certain rights
a. right to an ______________________
b. right to _________________ the accuser
c. right to a ____________ trial
d. The accused is always presumed innocent
4. Accused has the right to ____________ the decision
5. __________- the process by which the person asks a higher court to review the result of the trial
a. the __________ court may find that the __________ court applied the law unfairly or inaccurately 
b. review helps ensure cases are decided ____________
II. The Federal Court System 
A. Main Idea: The federal court system consists of 3 levels of courts, each of which has specific duties. 
B. U.S. District Courts
1. There are _____ levels of federal courts
a. each level is given several different kinds of cases
2. ____________________- the extent of authority that court has to hear and decide a case that has properly been brought before it. 
a. ___________________
b. ___________________
C. U.S. Federal Districts
1. ___________________ _______________- the trial courts that are given original jurisdiction 
2. ____________________ _______________- the authority of a court to hear and decide a case for the first time
3. District court is the only ____________ court in which jury trials are held
4. Cannot hear appeals from other courts
5. Federal district courts are the “____________” courts in the federal court system.
6. There are _________ in the United States
D. U.S. District Judges
1. Judges do not make _______
a. they __________ the relevant law to the case
2. Between ___-____ judges, depending on the caseload of the court
3. Federal district judges are _________ judges
a. conduct civil and criminal trials
b. if there is no jury, the judge also decides which side ______
c. in a criminal case, the judge sets the _____________________
4. All federal judges are appointed for _______ by the President
a. must be approved by the _____________
5. Federal judges can only be removed from office by _______________ by Congress
a. salaries of judges may not be lowered
- this is to ensure judges are not punished for their _________________
E. U.S. Court of Appeals
1. After a trial in district court, the losing party may ___________ to the next level of courts.
a. the next level is the ______________ of _____________
2. _______________ _________________- the power to review decisions made by lower courts. 
3. Federal court system has _______ district courts
a. divided into ______ judicial circuits
4. Each circuit has its own court of appeals
a. between _____-______ judges
b. _________ __________= judge that’s served the longest
5. Appellate judges serve for ______
6. Courts of appeals do not hold _________
7. A panel of ____ judges makes a decision
a. examine the record of the district court trial and hear _______________ by the lawyer of each side
b. judges do not determine whether the person is __________ or not
c. they determine if the __________ was _________
8. A decision is reached by majority vote
a. may send the case back to ___________ court for a new trial
9. In most cases, the decision is final
a. however, it may be appealed to the ____________ _____________
F. U.S. Supreme Court
1. The ____________ court in the land
2. Meets in __________
3. Review cases that have been tried in lower federal and state courts
4. ________________- Supreme Court judges
5. The decisions of this court _______ ________ be appealed
6. The Supreme Court has ________________ _______________ in 3 types of cases:
a. cases involving __________________ representatives of other countries
b. cases between _____________
c. cases involving _________ and __________ governments
III. The Supreme Court
A. Main Idea: The Supreme Court hears appeals, reviews laws, and strongly influences American society.
B. The Power of Judicial Review
1. _____________ __________- allows courts to decide whether a law or a presidential action is in agreement with the Constitution.
a. The Supreme Court holds the authority to do this. 
2. This power is not explicitly stated in the ________________________
3. Began with John Marshall & ______________ v ________________
a. Marbury was promised an appointment of Justice of the Peace by outgoing president John Adams
b. The new president, Thomas Jefferson, ordered his Secretary of State to deny the appointment
c. Marshall declared this _____________________________; it was the first time this was done, so the concept of _____________ __________ was established 
C. Choosing Cases
1. _____________ a year are filed
a. the court decides only about _______ of them
2. Only cases that generally deal with important _________________________
questions are heard
3. _____ of 9 justices must vote to hear a case
4. If they refuse to review a case, the decision of the lower court stands
5. __________- return of a case to a lower court for a new trial
D. Hearing & Deciding Cases
1. Hears cases by ___________ argument
2. Lawyers each have _____ minutes to present
3. Justices then read _____________ arguments and consider what was said in court
4. Hold private meeting to _______ on the decision
a. each justice gets ______ vote
b. decisions are reached by _______________
5. ____________- the reasoning that led to the decision
a. binding on all lower courts
6. ___________________ ____________- when a justice agrees with the decision but for different reasons
7. ___________________ ____________- explains why a justice believes the majority opinion is wrong
a. have no effect on the law
b. may become the law of the land when society’s views change
E. Supreme Court Justices
1. The size of the Supreme Court is determined by _____________
2. It has been set at ________ justices since 1869
a. chief justice
b. eight associate justices
3. Justices are ________________ by the president and approved by Senate
4. They are only removable by the ______________
5. No special requirements to be a Supreme Court Justice
F. Checking the Court’s Power
1. Executive branch has the power to _____________ all judges
2. __________________ branch must approve
3. If the court rules a law as ___________________________, Congress can try to write a better law
G. Strengthening Rights
1. Supreme Court decisions have allowed the _________________________ to meet the demands of changing times
a. __________________________
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]________________ rights
