Notice of Special Education Services

The Morrisville School District is one of the school districts of Bucks County,
Pennsylvania and the Bucks County Intermediate Unit that provide special education and
related services to children with disabilities who are ages 3 through 21. The
demographics information for the Morrisville School District, including address and
telephone number is listed on the next to the last page of this resource guide.

The purpose of this notice is to describe (1) the types of disabilities that might qualify the
child for such programs and services, (2) the special education programs and related
services that are available, (3) the process by which Morrisville School District screens
and evaluates students to determine eligibility, and (4) the special rights that pertain to
these children and their parents or legal guardians.

What types of disability might qualify a child for special education and related
services?

Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, commonly referred to as the
“IDEA,” children qualify for special education and related services if they have one or
more of the following disabilities and, as a result, demonstrate a need for special
education and related services: (1) mental retardation, (2) hearing impairments, including
deafness, (3) speech or language impairments, (4) visual impairments, including
blindness, (5) serious emotional disturbance, (6) orthopedic impairments, (7) autism,
including pervasive developmental disorders; (8) traumatic brain injury, (9) other health
impairment, (10) specific learning disabilities, (11) multiple disabilities, or (12) for
preschool age children, developmental delays. If a child has more than one of the above-
mentioned disabilities, the child could qualify for special education and related services
as having multiple disabilities. Children age three through the age of admission to first
grade are also eligible if they have developmental delays and, as a result, need special
education and related services. Developmental delay is defined as a child who is less than
the age of beginners and at least 3 years of age is considered to have a developmental
delay when one of the following exists: (i) The child’s score, on a developmental
assessment device, on an assessment instrument which yields a score in months, indicates
that the child is delayed by 25% of the child’s chronological age in one or more
developmental areas. (ii) The child is delayed in one or more of the developmental areas,
as documented by test performance of 1.5 standard deviations below the mean on
standardized tests. Developmental areas include cognitive, communicative, physical,
social/emotional and self-help.

The legal definitions of these disabilities, which the public schools are required to apply
under the IDEA, may differ from those used in medical or clinical practice. Moreover,
the IDEA definitions could apply to children with disabilities that have very different
medical or clinical disorders. A child with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, for
example, could qualify for special education and related services as a child with “other
health impairments,” “serious emotional disturbance,” or *“specific learning disabilities”
if the child meets the eligibility criteria under one or more of these disability categories
and if the child needs special education and related services as a result.



Under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities
Act, some school age children with disabilities who do not meet the eligibility criteria
under the IDEA might nevertheless be eligible for special protections and for adaptations
and accommodations in instruction, facilities, and activities. Children are entitled to such
protections, adaptations, and accommodations if they have a mental or physical disability
that substantially limits or prohibits participation in or access to an aspect of the school
program.

What programs and services are available for children with disabilities?

The public school must ensure that children with disabilities are educated to the
maximum extent appropriate with their non-disabled peers, commonly referred to as the
Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). Programs and services available to students with
disabilities, in descending order of preference, are (1) regular class placement with
supplementary aides and services provided as needed in that environment, (2) regular
class placement for most of the school day with itinerant service by a special education
teacher either in or out of the regular classroom, (3) regular class placement for most of
the school day with instruction provided by a special education teacher in a resource
classroom, (4) part time special education class placement in a regular public school or
alternative setting, and (5) special education class placement or special education services
provided outside the regular class for most or all of the school day, either in a regular
public school or alternative setting.

Depending on the nature and severity of the disability, a Bucks County School entity can
provide special education programs and services in (1) the public school the child would
attend if not disabled, (2) an alternative regular public school either in or outside the
school district of residence, (3) a special education center operated by a public school
entity, (4) an approved private school or other private facility licensed to serve children
with disabilities, (5) a residential school, (6) approved out-of-state program, or (7) the
home.

Special education services are provided according to the primary educational needs of the
child, not the category of disability. The types of service available are (1) learning
support, for students who primarily need assistance with the acquisition of academic
skills, (2) life skills support, for students who primarily need assistance with development
of skills for independent living, (3) emotional support, for students who primarily need
assistance with social or emotional development, (4) deaf or hearing impaired support,
for students who primarily need assistance with deafness, (5) blind or visually impaired
support, for students who primarily need assistance with blindness, (6) physical support,
for students who primarily require physical assistance in the learning environment, (7)
autistic support, for students who primarily need assistance in the areas affected by
autism spectrum disorders, and (8) multiple disabilities support, for students with more
than one disability the result of which is severe impairment requiring services primarily
in the areas of academic, functional, vocational skills necessary for independent living.
Related services are designed to enable the child to participate in or access his or her
program of special education. Examples of related services are speech and language
therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, nursing services, audiologist services,
counseling, and family training.



Children of preschool age are served by the Bucks County Intermediate Unit in a variety
of home and school-based settings that take into account the chronological and
developmental age and primary needs of the child. As with school age programs,
preschool programs must ensure that to the maximum extent appropriate, children with
disabilities are educated with non-disabled peers.

Each Bucks County School entity, in conjunction with the parents of each identified
child, determines the type and intensity of special education and related services that a
particular child needs based exclusively on the unique program of special education and
related services that the school develops for that child. The child’s program is described
in writing in an individualized education program, commonly referred to as an “IEP,”
which is developed by an IEP team consisting of educators, parents, and other persons
with special expertise or familiarity the child. The parents of the child have the right to be
notified of and to participate in all meetings of their child’s IEP team. The IEP is revised
as often as circumstances warrant but at least annually. The law requires that the program
and placement of the child, as described in the IEP, be reasonably calculated to ensure
meaningful educational progress to the student at all times. IEPs contain, at a minimum,
the projected start date and duration for the IEP, a statement of the child’s present levels
of educational and functional performance, an enumeration of annual goals, a description
of the child’s progress toward meeting the annual goals will be measured and reported, a
statement of the special education, program modifications, and related services to be
provided, an explanation of the extent, if any, to which the child will not participate with
non-disabled children, the anticipated frequency and location of the services and a
statement of any accommodations necessary to measure academic achievement and
functional performance of the child on state and district wide assessments. For children
aged fourteen and older, the IEP must also include a transition plan to assist in the
attainment of post-secondary objectives. The public school must invite the child to the
IEP team meeting if a purpose of the meeting will be the consideration of the post-
secondary goals and transition services needed for the child.

How do the public schools screen and evaluate children to determine eligibility for
Special Education and Related Services?

To get additional information on how schools screen and evaluate children to determine
eligibility for special education and related services, contact your school district of
residence. In Morrisville you would contact:

Morrisville School District
Special Education/Pupil Services Office
550 West Palmer Street
Morrisville, PA 19067-2195
(215) 736-5926

For pre-school age children, information, screening and evaluations, contact the Bucks
County Intermediate Unit.

Bucks County Intermediate Unit
Early Intervention Services
705 Shady Retreat Road
Doylestown, PA 18901-2501
1-800-770-4822 or 215-348-2940



The Morrisville School District will not discriminate in employment, educational
programs, or activities based on race, color, national origin, age, sex, handicap, creed,
marital status or because a person is a disabled veteran or a veteran of the Vietnam era.
No preschool, elementary or secondary school pupil enrolled in the Morrisville School
District program shall be denied equal opportunity to participate in age and program
appropriate instruction or activities due to race, color, handicap, creed, national origin,
marital status or financial hardship.



